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COLLECTION SUMMARY
Title: Carl Eugene Brown Photograph Collection
Collection Number: MS 457
Inclusive Dates: 1946-1986
Bulk Dates: 1946-1983
Provenance: Brown, Carl Eugene (1918-1998)
Linear Feet: 62 lf.
Extent:  50,500 negatives; 27,624 prints; and 168 slides. Stored in 149 boxes and 34 binders.
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
Carl Eugene Brown was born June 2, 1918 in Anguilla, Sharkey County, Mississippi to Albert Sidney and Stella Johnson Brown. After his father’s death, he moved to Columbus around 1929 and lived at the Masonic Home for Boys. He graduated from Stephen D. Lee High School after which he joined the U.S. Army.

During World War II, Brown was a private first class with Battery D, 114th Field Artillery branch of the Army National Guard. He was sent to the European Theater in 1943.

Brown’s outfit was among those with a record for length of time on the front lines in proportion to the number of months spent overseas. Landing in North Africa, he went through Italy and returned to make the Marseilles landing. He returned to the United States and was discharged at Camp Shelby in 1945.

On June 9, 1945 Brown married Columbus native Mary Frances Smith Brown (1920-1997) in Abilene, Texas. They later had three children, Albert DeWitt Brown (1947-1968), Frank Eugene Brown (b. 1951), and Anita Lorraine Brown Caldwell (b. 1952).

After the war, he attended the Southwest Photo Arts School in Dallas, Texas. There, he took classes in Portrait, Commercial, and Advertising Photography. Upon completing his degree, he returned to Columbus and opened his first studio around 1946. He would work in this endeavor for over 30 years.
As a professional photographer, Brown captured images of the local and surrounding communities including portraits, proms, parades, clubs, businesses, events, car accidents, churches, fairs, agriculture, houses, recitals, animals, and copy work. He was hired to capture images of families, rites of passage, products for sale, the opening of new businesses, community celebrations, school memories, childhood milestones, holidays, and much more. By doing so, he documented both African Americans and Caucasians in a rural Mississippi town.
The location of his studio changed through the years. The first Brown Studio was located at 517 Second Avenue North. Brown then moved his studio to 218 Fifth Street North in the late 1950s. The last location of his studio was at 2004 Bluecutt Road. It was at this final location that, after his retirement, he opened Brown’s RV Park.

Brown’s immediate family also helped in the running of his studio. His wife, Frances, worked in an office manager capacity by performing bookkeeping and clerical duties. She also had training in oil coloring, otherwise known as hand-coloring or overpainting. This required her to hand paint color, using some form of watercolors, oils, or pastels, onto the surface of a black and white image using brushes, fingers, or cotton swabs.

When they were younger, his sons, Albert and Frank, helped him with the printing and developing of the photographs in the dark room. Later, they assisted him with copy and restoration work as well as taking photographs for various jobs. His sons also helped in the frame shop of the studio. That included framing, matting, and dry mounting. The frame shop had three to four hundred various patterns of moulding to choose from.

In addition to his family working in the studio, Carl had several employees working in the studio. One was Roosevelt Bridges who primarily assisted with the framing work. In 1951, Betty Kyle was another employee of Brown’s who assisted Frances in coloring the photos. She only worked there for one year prior to her marriage.
Carl used various cameras through the years including a Mamiya RB67 and a Koni-Omega Rapid. Much of the film from his early work includes Kodak Safety Film and Ansco Safety Film.

Throughout the 1960s-70s, Brown continued his education by attending professional photographer seminars at the University of Mississippi (UM). Both he and his wife attended and received certificates in Professional Picture Framing at UM. They also maintained memberships in the Professional Photographers of Mississippi-Alabama, Inc.
Brown closed his studio around 1982 but would occasionally take photographs for friends and family after his retirement.
In 1984, Brown rented his photography studio to another local photographer named Jim Bennight. At the time, Bennight was operating Fairlane Photography on McCrary Road. He, along with co-owner David A. Williams, opened their studio in 1982. By 1984, however, Bennight, now the sole owner of Fairlane Photography, moved his company to Brown’s former studio. He then changed the name to Bennight Photography and continued the studio’s focus on portraits, weddings, and commercial work.
Bennight rented Brown’s studio until 1986 at which time another local photographer Buddy MacArthur Stewart (1942-2007) opened his operation out of the location. Stewart renamed the studio Stewart’s Photography and remained there until 1991 when he opened his own studio at 1556 Bluecutt Road. 
After Stewart moved out of Brown’s former studio, Brown converted the location into Brown’s RV Trailer Park. Brown’s daughter Anita Brown Caldwell continues to operate it today.
Brown enjoyed horseback riding, hunting, swimming, archery, and writing. He was a member of the Columbus School Board and a charter member of the Columbus Host Lions Club. He was also a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Brown organized the Columbus Archery Club and was founder of the Boy Scouts Troop 3 at First Baptist Church. He was a member and life deacon at First Baptist Church where he was a member of Hilary Livingston’s Sunday school class.

Brown died on April 7, 1998. He is buried in Friendship Cemetery.
SCOPE AND CONTENT
The collection consists of materials relating to Carl Eugene Brown’s professional career as a business owner and photographer as well as his personal life covering 1946-1986. It also includes digital materials created by the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library System staff in fulfillment of a grant through the Mississippi Humanities Council relating to the Brown collection from 2016-2018. The majority of the collection, however, pertains to Brown’s work as a photographer. 
Photographic materials include negatives, prints, and slides. The negatives comprise of the following film sizes: 35mm, 70mm, 120mm, 4” x 5”, and 5” x 7”. The prints contain the following size images: 2” x 2” (passport), 2.5” x 3.5” (billfold), 3.5” x 3.5”, 4” x 5”, 5” x 7”, 8” x 10”, 11” x 14”, 16” x 20”, and 20” x 24”. 
The collection also holds index cards, education certificates, and ephemera relating to the operation of the Carl Brown Studio. 

In total, there are 50,500 negatives, 27,624 prints, and 168 slides in the collection. Overall, that comes to 78,124 items containing 86,304 images.
Materials relating to Brown’s personal life include a photocopy of his birth certificate, a newspaper clipping, two photographs taken by photographers other than Brown, a poem written by Brown, letterhead for the Columbus Archery Club, and more.
SYSTEM OF ARRANGEMENT
This collection is arranged into the following three series:
Series 1: Business

Series 2: Personal
Series 3: Library Records on Collection
Series 1

Business
This series includes all materials relating to Carl Brown’s work as a professional photographer dating 1946-1986. It comprises of all photographic prints, negatives, slides, index cards, education certificates, and ephemera relating to the operation of the Carl Brown Studio. 
Series 2
Personal
This series contains materials relating to Carl Brown’s personal life covering 1918-c.1960s. It encompasses a photocopy of Brown’s birth certificate, a newspaper clipping, two photographs taken by photographers other than Brown, a poem written by Brown, letterhead from the Columbus Archery Club, and more.

Series 3
Library Records on Collection
Comprises of one flash drive containing digital files divided into two folders: 1. The Mississippi Humanities Council Grant (MHC) covering 2016-2018 and 2. The donation, processing, and promotion of the overall collection by the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library System (CLPLS) Local History Department from 2016-2023. 
The first digital folder includes materials relating to the MHC grant. That means images and paperwork relating to the grant application, processing of the collection from 2017-2018, public programs, digitization of roughly 1,500 images for the Mississippi Digital Library, and the exhibit “Through the Lens of Carl Brown: Lowndes County in the 1940s-1950s” displayed in 2018. 
It also includes two oral history MP3 recordings of Carl Brown’s children: Anita Brown Caldwell and Frank Brown. Along with the recordings are photographs of each interviewee and related paperwork. The interviews were collected as part of the MHC grant in 2018.
The second digital folder contains records concerning the donation, processing, and promotion of the collection by the CLPLS Local History Department staff and is made up of images, press releases, processing instructions, expenditures, the Indexes, and more covering 2016-2023.
CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS
None

SOURCE OF ACQUISITION
The year after Carl Brown passed away in 1998, his photographs were sold by his children to Carlos Rosales, a local photographer, restauranteur, and businessman. Rosales then retained a large quantity of the photographs before selling the remainder to Boardtown Trading Post, an antiques shop owned by Jim Cole in Starkville, MS. Then, around 2008, Sam and Kittie Laffoon purchased the portion at Boardtown Trading Post for their gift shop in Columbus called The Grapevine frame studio. There, they sold off portions of the collection to customers for one or two dollars per sleeve. On January 7, 2016, the portion remaining at The Grapevine frame studio was donated to the Billups-Garth Archives at the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library System. It contained 24 various size boxes, baskets, and cabinets containing photographic negatives and prints housed in sleeves as well as index cards. Sam Laffoon donated the collection in the memory of his late wife Kittie Aultman Laffoon (1947-2015). 

While the donation by Sam Laffoon makes up the bulk of the collection, it was not the first nor has it been the last acquisition. 

Portions of the collection were first donated to the archives prior to 2005 by an unknown donor. That included ten black and white negatives taken by Carl Eugene Brown in the 1950s. Then, local historian Gary Lancaster added roughly 120 sleeves containing over 530 negatives and prints over the course of nine donations in 2010. He purchased them from Sam Laffoon at The Grapevine. In November 2016, Lancaster gave another 51 sleeves of images taken by Brown that he had purchased from Laffoon several years prior to his initial donation.
In 2018, Brown’s daughter, Anita Brown Caldwell donated various materials relating to her father and his life and career including professional training certificates, newspaper articles, photographs, a poem, slides, Brown Studio letterhead, a newsletter, 14 photographs, 7 canvas portraits, Brown Studio logo pencils, and more.

In 2019, Betty Kyle added her 1951 high school graduation portrait to the collection. Carl took the photo and his wife Frances, colored the print. Kyle worked for the Brown Studio for about a year in the 1950s. 

In 2021, Patricia “Trish” Shannon Broocks Evans donated one black and white photograph of both her and Carl Brown taken around 1966-1967. 
Prior to 2022, the portion of the collection owned by Carlos Rosales was transferred to his son, Roberto “Robert” Rosales. 
ACCRUALS 
Future accruals possible.
ACCESS AND RESTRICTIONS

The Carl Eugene Brown Photography Collection is open to research.

PROCESSING HISTORY

The collection was donated to the Billups-Garth Archives by Sam Laffoon on January 7, 2016. Upon receipt, the contents were transferred from boxes, plastic baskets, and cabinets to acid free boxes. Staff also combined prior donations of Brown materials with the Laffoon donation.

It was then that staff discovered that the Laffoon’s had reorganized the sleeves from Carl Brown’s original numbering system, which was essentially chronological, to a loose alphabetic order based on the name written on each sleeve. As a result, it was decided at that time to return the sleeves to their original numeric order once processing began.
The processing of the collection was divided into two phases. Phase One started with the receipt of a grant from the Mississippi Humanities Council in October 2016. The grant lasted from 2016-2018. The grant resulted in the archives achieving the following: 
1. The purchasing of supplies to rehouse and process the negatives and prints only from the 1940s-1950s,

2. The digitizing of over 1,570 negatives from the 1940s-1950s on the Mississippi Digital Library,

3. The indexing of Brown’s index card system into an Excel spreadsheet,

4. A half-a-day workshop for staff and volunteers to learn how to process negatives from photo conservator Kim Du Boise from PhotoArts Imaging Lab held on January 25, 2017,

5. The hosting of a public workshop on photo preservation led by Du Boise at the library on January 11, 2018,
6. The creation of a Wordpress website in 2018 covering the collection, discussing the MHC grant, and promoting the exhibit. The web address is https://carlbrownphotos40s50s.wordpress.com/. 

7. The collection of two oral history interviews from Carl Brown’s children: Frank Brown on January 24 and Anita Brown Caldwell on February 7 of 2018.

8. An exhibit titled “Through the Lens of Carl Brown: Lowndes County in the 1940s-1950s” consisting of twenty framed facsimile images from the collection was displayed from April 9-27, 2018,
9. An opening reception for the exhibit held on April 9, 2018 and included Dr. David Warton speaking on “Photographing Community: Carl Brown Looks at Lowndes County, 1940s-1950s”.
All events occurred at the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library System in the Chebie G. Batemen Building.
Funding for Phase One came from the Mississippi Humanities Council, the Stephen D. Lee High School Foundation, the Friends of the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library System, and private donations.
Staff members who worked on the collection during Phase One were Mona Vance-Ali, Brenda Durrett, and Bettye Brown while volunteers were Clyde Hollis, Lucy Willcutt, Gary Lancaster, and Vana Brislin. 
Phase Two continued the work begun in Phase One and occurred from 2018-2023. That encompassed processing the materials from the 1960s-1980s, sorting the materials into numerical order, counting each item and image, creating the finding aid, completing the index, and turning the exhibit from Phase One into a traveling exhibit.
Funding for Phase Two came from general library funds and private donations. 
Phase Two included work completed by staff members Mona Vance-Ali, Brenda Durrett, and Gary Lancaster with the assistance of volunteer Emilie White.
SUBJECTS
Lowndes County (Miss.)—History

Lowndes County (Miss.)—Images

Columbus (Miss.)—History

Columbus (Miss.)—Images
Brown Family

Brown, Carl Eugene, 1918-1998

Mississippi—Photography

RELATED ARCHIVAL MATERIALS
VERTICAL FILE—"Art-Columbus, MS—Photography”

SERIES 1: BUSINESS
149 boxes
This series includes the photographic negatives, prints, slides, index cards, and ephemera created by the Carl Brown Studio dating 1946-1986. 
It includes a combination of both boxes and binders. Boxes 1-136 contain all 2” x 2,” 2.5” x 3.5,” 3.5” x 3.5,” 4” x 5,” and 5” x 7” size negatives and prints. The thirty-four binders contain all slides, 35mm, 70mm, and 120mm film. 
The first 136 boxes are divided numerically based on Carl Brown’s original numbering system. Boxes 133 and 134 contain those negatives and prints that are listed as unidentified with an assigned prefix of “UN”. Boxes 135 and 136 contain damaged negatives and prints. Boxes 137-146 containing the index cards are divided alphabetically. Boxes 147-149 are first divided by material type and then alphabetically. 
This series includes two versions of the Index that comprises of Brown’s professional and personal work as a photographer. The first, called the master copy, contains a list of all the photographic negatives, prints, and slides contained on the original index cards whether there is a physical item or not. It also includes any physical photographic negatives, prints, and slides that do not have a matching index card. The master copy Index is stored on the flash drive within this collection.

The second Index, called the user copy, only contains entries for those photographic negatives, prints, and slides physically housed at the Billups-Garth Archives. If you look at the user copy of the Index and find an entry that means that the library archive houses the item. The user copy Index exists in both digital and analog form. The electronic version is stored on the flash drive within this collection. The paper version is bound and catalogued.
CONTAINER LIST


CONTENTS
Box(es)

Folder 
NEGATIVES, PHOTOGRAPHS, SLIDES
1-136, 147-149


SEE Index to the Carl E. Brown Photograph Collection_User 
Copy
137-146



INDEX CARDS





CERTIFICATES
147


4

Brown, Carl, 1966-1974



147


5

Brown, Mary Frances Smith, 1966-1974








ENVELOPES

147


6

Sleeves and envelopes used by Brown Studio, c.1950s






EPHEMERA

147


7

Pencils from Carl Brown Studio, c.1960s






FORMS
147


8

Blank forms used by Brown Studio, c.1960s-70s






LETTERHEAD

147


9

Carl Brown’s Studio, c.1960s






NEWSLETTER

147


10

“Moments to Remember,” Bennight Photography Studio, 

Vol. 1, No. 1 1984 October






PAMPHLET

147


11

Price lists for Carl Brown’s Studio, 1974, 1977
SERIES II: PERSONAL
1 box
This series contains materials relating to Carl Brown’s personal life covering 1918-c.1960s. It is first divided by material type and then alphabetically.
CONTAINER LIST

CONTENTS

Box
Folder


BIRTH CERTIFICATE
147
12


Brown, Carl Eugene, 1918 June 02




LETTERHEAD

147
13


Columbus Archery Club, c.1960s




NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS
147
14


Commercial Dispatch, “Did You Know: Carl Brown,” 
1948 March 11





PHOTOGRAPHS

147
15


Brooks, Patricia “Trish” Shannon and Carl Brown, taken by Pat 

Brooks, c.1966

147
16


Brown, Carl Eugene Portrait, c.1950s





POEM

147
17


“Life’s Outlook” by Carl Brown, 1950





TIMELINE

147
18


Relationship between Carl and Mary Frances Smith Brown, 

1940-1945

SERIES III: LIBRARY RECORDS ON COLLECTION
1 item



Comprises of one flash drive containing digital files divided into two folders: 
1. The Mississippi Humanities Council Grant (MHC) covering 2016-2018
2. The donation, processing, and promotion of the overall collection by the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library System (CLPLS) Local History Department from 2016-2022.
CONTAINER LIST

CONTENTS

Box
Folder


FLASH DRIVE
147
19


Digital files, photographs, audio oral histories, and the Indexes for 
the Carl Brown Collection, 2016-2023
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