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The Courts of Probate in Mississippi, created in 1817, were originally known as Orphans Courts.  By 1832, Orphans Court became known as Probate Court and was administered by a chancery clerk.  All Mississippi chancery courts were abolished in 1857 and probate cases transferred to the circuit courts.  In 1861, all judicial decisions were suspended until after the Civil War.  The chancery courts were reinstated in 1869, thus establishing probate matters under the chancery courts jurisdiction.  Probate Records include the following cases:

Estate matters-Estate matters often include the name of the deceased, death date, a will, an inventory of assets (both personal and real), a slave list, and the commissioner’s sales report.  

Apprenticeships-Apprenticeships of freedman often dealt with African American minors.
Guardianships-Guardianships consist of an appointment of a guardian, identification of siblings, vouchers of expenditures, and a personal history of the individual’s minor years.  
Lunacy-Both lunacy and non-compos mentis cases fall under ExParte, or one sided, cases.
Appointments-The selection of a person to fill an office or public function and discharge the duties of the same.
Non-compos mentis-Non-compos mentis is a term which predates the term lunacy.  Both terms were applied to diagnosed mental conditions as well as habitual drunkards, drug addicts, and the infirm. 
The index includes, where applicable, the case number, plaintiff’s name, year, type of case, and any notes about the case to help researchers in their search.  The index is organized in alphabetical order by the plaintiff’s surname.
The index covers more than what is currently microfilmed.  Only cases dating from 1830 to 1921 are microfilmed.  The rest are located in original form in the Billups-Garth Archives.
Several cases folders were found after microfilming already began and were therefore placed on the “miscellaneous roll” at the end of the entire series.  Also, some cases were filmed out of place and a notation has been made in the Notes section.  Some case files do not contain any paperwork so in the note section a notation has been made indicating “file: no paperwork”.
In addition, notations are made indicating “[Monroe County]” where a case started while Lowndes County was a part of Monroe County, but the case ended after Lowndes County was formed.

Insistences where the term “colored” is used is based on historical context.

The notation “[Oversized Material]” refers to the case containing material larger than the case file therefore it is kept separate in an oversized file.  
Also, “Filed at end of series” indicates the original case has no number and is housed with the no number cases in the last box of the probate series in the Billups-Garth Archives.   
The Index to the Mississippi Lowndes County Chancery Court Probate Records took several months of both physically looking through over two thousand files for information as well as extracting data from a CD.  While there is always the possibility for error, I consistently tried to minimize its occurrence.

The Probate Records are microfilmed and are located in the Margaret L. Buckley Genealogy Room in the Local History Room at the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library.  The microfilm is also available through Family Search, a non-profit service sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.  The original documents are located in the Billups-Garth Archives also in the Local History Room.  
In addition to the Index to Mississippi Lowndes County Chancery Court Probate Records assembled by Mona Vance there exist two previous indexes. The first was compiled by David and Ilene Wiggins from the Genealogical Society of Utah called the Index to the Probate Court Files.  Compiled in 2003 and it covers the Lowndes County Probate Court Records from 1830 up to 1904.  Its call number is G 976.209 WIG.  
The second was compiled by Dan and Mary Nelson also from the Genealogical Society of Utah.  The Nelson’s continued where the Wiggins left off and only extracted the primary names from each case for their index.
The Index to the Probate Court Files by the Wiggins is organized differently from the Index to Chancery Court Probate Records by Vance.  The Wiggins Probate Index includes all names mentioned within each case file.  In other words, any and all names mentioned in the case including ones found only on receipts are included in the Wiggins Probate Index.  On the other hand, the Index to the Chancery Court Probate Records by Vance only includes the primary names i.e. plaintiff’s name/names in the index.  Also, it covers 1830-1964 thus encompassing a larger time period.

Update
Due to a typing error found after the printing and binding of the Index to Mississippi Lowndes County Chancery Court Probate Records: 1830-1964, minor corrections were made and this revised index was reprinted in November 2006.  Therefore, the index found on the microfilm at the Billups-Garth Archives as well as at Family Search through the Genealogical Society of Utah is the first index by Vance and not this second revised edition.
