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From 1821-1856 the chancery court was positioned in the district superior courts of Mississippi.  In 1856, the chancery court was abolished and jurisdiction removed to circuit courts.  In 1861, all judicial decisions were suspended until after the Civil War.  The chancery court was not revived until in 1869, but functioned much like the circuit court.
General Docket cases fall under the Chancery Court in Lowndes County and include the following cases:

Divorces-Divorces will often, but not always, include the name of the husband, wife, children, marriage date and place, divorce date and place, and current residence.  

Deeds-Deeds comprise of the transfer of land from one party to another, a division of land to heirs, a selling of land to divide proceeds, and resolving a title after default of payment.

Land title disputes

Promissory notes-A promise, in writing, to pay a specified sum on demand to a person therein named.
ExParte-ExParte, or one sided cases, encompass name changes, petitions to divide or sell land, adoptions, apprenticeships, and lunacy.

The index is organized into two sections.  The first section is organized in alphabetical order of plaintiff’s last name while the second section is organized in alphabetical order of defendant’s last name.

The index covers more than what is currently microfilmed.  Only cases dating from 1830 to 1921 are microfilmed continuing with divorce cases from 1922 to 1951.  The rest are located in original form in the Billups-Garth Archives.
The index includes, where applicable, the case number, plaintiff’s name, defendant’s name, year, type of case, and any notes about the case to help researchers in their search.  
The notation “[District case-moved]” indicates the case deals with the district court prior to Lowndes County forming its own county court. The case is microfilmed, but the original file is now located along with the other district court cases.
The Lowndes County General Docket court cases index took several months of both physically looking through over two thousand files for information as well as extracting data from a CD.  While there is always the possibility for error, I consistently tried to minimize its occurrence.

The General Docket cases are microfilmed and are located in the Margaret L. Buckley Genealogy Room in the Local History Room at the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library.  The microfilm is also available through Family Search, a non-profit service sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. The original documents are located in the Billups-Garth Archives also in the Local History Room.  

In addition to the Index to Mississippi Lowndes County Chancery Court General Docket Records assembled by Mona Vance there exist two other indexes compiled by David and Ilene Wiggins from the Genealogical Society of Utah called the Index to the Chancery Court Cases.  The first was gathered in 2003 and it covers the Lowndes County Chancery Court General Docket Records from 1830 up to 1902.  Its call number is G 976.209 WIG.  
The second was compiled by Dan and Mary Nelson also from the Genealogical Society of Utah.  The Nelson’s continued where the Wiggins left off and only extracted the primary names from each case for their index.  These two sources were used in compiling the Index to Mississippi Lowndes County Chancery Court General Docket Records. 
The Index to the Chancery Court Cases by the Wiggins is organized differently from the Index to Chancery Court General Docket Records by Vance.  The Wiggins Chancery Index includes all names mentioned within each case file.  In other words, any and all names mentioned in the case including ones found only on receipts are included in the Wiggins Index to Chancery Cases.  On the other hand, the Index to Chancery Court General Docket Records by Vance only includes the plaintiff’s and defendant’s name/names in the index.  Also, it covers 1856-1962 thus encompassing a larger time period.
